
away all week. Instead, the 
Ball Strikers got their round 
in — and by the end of the 
afternoon, there would be 
plenty to talk about both on 
the course and at the 19th 
hole. 

BONNER ANSWERS THE 
CALL 

On the gross side, the answer 
was DeLano Bonner. Bon-
ner navigated the wet condi-
tions better than anyone in 
the field, firing an impressive 
80 (+8) to capture gross hon-
ors. He went out in 42 before 
closing with a strong 38 on 
the back nine, finishing four 
shots clear of the field. 

Tony Jenkins followed with 
an 84, while Perry Medina 
continued his strong gross 
play with an 85. Shippen 
Cup contender Greg Ward 
posted an 87, with Raymond 
Woolfolk and Zack Yamba 

“If we believe the weather 
every time it calls for rain, 
we’d never play golf.” 

Tom was right. Rain came 
through Upper Freehold 
and saturated Cream Ridge 
only hours before the first 
group was scheduled to tee 
off. But when Saturday ar-
rived and 16 Ball Strikers 
made their way to the 
course, the rain moved out 
and what followed was an 
absolutely beautiful day for 
golf. 

The weather may have coop-
erated, but the golf course 
wasn't going to give every-
thing away. Cream Ridge 
remained wet and soft from 
the earlier rain. Fairways 
provided very little roll, the 
course played longer than 
the scorecard suggested, and 
players had to adjust to 
conditions that required 
patience and course man-
agement. The forecast had 
threatened to take this one 
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PLAYER RANK POINTS 

Mike Conrad 1 221.7 

Zack Yamba 2 221.2 

Greg Cavanaugh T3 220 

Greg Ward T3 220 

Ray Woolfolk 5 216 

Burnell Williams 6 179 

Anthony Darby 7 174 

Hugh Lecky 8 165.4 

Joe McLaughlin 9 152.5 

Sebastian Sebasti 10 144.3 

Perry Medina 11 143.3 

DeLano Bonner 12 140 

Greg Whitaker 13 136.5 

Mel Knight 14 113.3 

Bruce Arthur T14 113.3 

Tony Jenkins 16 107.4 

SHIPPEN CUP  LEADERBOARD 

DeLano Bonner 80 

Tony Jenkins 84 

Perry Medina 85 

Greg Ward 87 

  

CREAM RIDGE TOP GROSS  

Ray Woolfolk (left) and DeLano Bonner won top stroke play 
honors at Cream Ridge 

BALL STRIKER RE-
PORT 

By Anthony Darby 

IF WE BELIEVE THE 
WEATHER EVERY 
TIME IT CALLS FOR 
RAIN, WE’D NEVER 
PLAY GOLF 

Cream Ridge Rewards the 
Faithful as Woolfolk Surg-
es and the Shippen Cup 
Race Takes Another Turn 

Cream Ridge Golf Course 
| Upper Freehold, NJ | 
Saturday, August 22, 
2026 

For most of the week lead-
ing into Cream Ridge, 
there seemed to be one 
opponent the Ball Strikers 
weren't going to beat: 

The weather. 

Forecast after forecast 
called for rain on Satur-
day. As the week pro-
gressed, the possibility of 
getting the event in looked 
increasingly questionable. 
It wasn't until Friday that 
the outlook finally began 
to turn in our favor. But 
current Ball Striker Presi-
dent Mike Conrad had 
heard this story before. 
During the week, Mike 
recalled some words once 
shared with him by our 
late President Tom Culp — 
words that have probably 
served the Ball Strikers 
well on more than one 
occasion: 



Cream Ridge separated by only 1.25 Shippen Cup points. 
Yamba held the lead at 221.25. Ward sat directly behind 
him at 220. With the match victory and his stroke-play 
finish, Yamba collected 20 points for the afternoon. Ward 
earned 10. That 10-point difference provided Yamba with 
something he hadn't had entering Cream Ridge: Breathing 
room. 

WOOLFOLK'S 40-POINT EXPLOSION LEADS THE 
DAY 

Woolfolk's 40 points represented the biggest Shippen Cup 
haul at Cream Ridge, followed by Mike Conrad with 25. 
Bonner, Whitaker, Jones, Yamba and McLaughlin each 
collected 20 points, while Jenkins and Sepulveda earned 
18.33 apiece. Ward added 10. Those numbers mattered 
because Cream Ridge didn't merely produce another tour-
nament winner. It changed the shape of the Shippen Cup 
race. 

THE SHIPPEN CUP — YAMBA CREATES SEPARA-
TION 

Yamba's climb to the top of the Shippen Cup had already 
been one of the stories of the season. He entered Cream 
Ridge at 221.25 points, holding the narrowest of margins 
over Ward at 220. Just 1.25 points separated first from 
second. Cream Ridge changed that. 

Yamba's 20-point afternoon moves him to 241.25, while 
Ward's 10 points bring him to 230. The Shippen Cup lead 
has expanded from 1.25 points to 11.25. Yamba unques-
tionably leaves Cream Ridge in the strongest position. But 
anyone thinking the championship has become a two-man 
race between Yamba and Ward should take another look at 
what happened immediately behind them. Because Mike 
Conrad and Raymond Woolfolk are coming. 

CONRAD MOVES INTO THIRD 

Mike Conrad entered Cream Ridge in fourth place with 
196.67 points. His 25-point afternoon moves him to 
221.67 and past Greg Cavanaugh into third place overall. 
More importantly, Conrad is now only 8.33 points behind 
Ward for second and 19.58 points behind Yamba for the 
Shippen Cup lead. Greg Cavanaugh, meanwhile, sits imme-
diately behind Conrad with 220 points. Only 1.67 points 
separate third from fourth. And then there's Woolfolk. 

FROM SIXTH TO FIFTH — AND SUDDENLY VERY 
DANGEROUS 

both finishing at 88. Larry Jones and Mike Conrad each posted 
89, Anthony Darby followed with a 90, while Greg Cavanaugh 
and Joe McLaughlin rounded out the Top 10 scoring positions 
with 91s. 

On a course offering little help off the tee and very little roll in 
the fairways, Bonner's 80 stood alone as the day's best gross per-
formance. But the player who would ultimately have the largest 
impact on the afternoon — and on the Shippen Cup — was just 
eight shots behind him. 

WOOLFOLK HAS HIMSELF A DAY 

If Bonner controlled the gross competition, Ray Woolfolk 
owned the net board. Playing to an 18 course handicap, Wool-
folk's 88 gross translated into an outstanding 70 net — two un-
der par. He was the only player in the 16-man field to finish 
under par on the net leaderboard. 

Bonner nearly completed the gross/net sweep, following his 80 
with a 73 net (+1) for second place. Mike Conrad finished third 
with a 74 (+2), while Greg Whitaker, Joe McLaughlin and Zack 
Yamba shared the next position at 75 (+3). Larry Jones and 
Greg Ward followed at 76 (+4), with Charles Smith, Tony Jen-
kins and Sebastian Sepulveda all finishing at 78 (+6). The net 
victory earned Woolfolk 30 Shippen Cup points. And he wasn't 
finished. 

MATCH PLAY — WHERE CREAM RIDGE REALLY 
MOVED THE NEEDLE 

With additional Shippen Cup points available through four-ball 
match play, the individual leaderboard told only part of the 
Cream Ridge story. All four matches produced outright winners 
— and several had major implications for the season-long race. 
Tony Jenkins and Sebastian Sepulveda delivered the day's most 
decisive match victory, defeating Perry Medina and Charles 
Smith, 4 & 3. Combined with their stroke-play points, Jenkins 
and Sepulveda each collected 18.33 points for the event. 

Then came Woolfolk. Larry Jones and Raymond Woolfolk 
defeated DeLano Bonner and Greg Cavanaugh, 3 & 2. For 
Woolfolk, those 10 match-play points were added to the 30 he 
had already earned for winning the net competition. Thirty 
stroke-play points. Ten match-play points. Forty points in one 
afternoon. No Ball Striker earned more at Cream Ridge. 

Mike Conrad and Greg Whitaker defeated Anthony Darby 
and Kirk Hart, 2 & 1. Conrad combined the match victory 
with his third-place net finish to collect 25 points, while Whita-
ker finished the afternoon with 20. And then came the match 
with perhaps the greatest implications for the Shippen Cup race. 
Joe McLaughlin and Zack Yamba defeated Greg Ward and 
George Weekes, 1 Up. It was the closest match of the after-
noon. It was also an important one. Yamba and Ward arrived at 
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THE 19TH HOLE — JOE GETS THINGS STARTED IN 
THE PARKING LOT 

As the final groups completed their rounds and most of the 
Ball Strikers began making their way indoors for the tradi-
tional 19th hole, Joe McLaughlin and a small contingent 
weren't quite ready to leave the parking lot. There was 
business to attend to. Joe had two birdies to celebrate. So 
while most of the membership headed indoors, Joe's post-
round celebration got an early start right there in the 
Cream Ridge parking lot. A small group gathered around. 
A few laughs were exchanged. And Joe's two circles on the 
scorecard provided more than enough justification for an 
impromptu parking-lot session before anyone made it in-
side. 

Eventually, Joe and the parking-lot contingent joined the 
rest of the membership indoors at The Roost, where the 
traditional Ball Striker 19th hole was already taking shape. 
And nobody went hungry. Crab cakes. Burgers. Wings. 
Nobody appeared particularly thirsty either. Transfusions 
and bourbon joined the menu as the day's matches were 
replayed, missed putts became a little shorter in the retell-
ing, and the day's best shots inevitably became a little better 
with each version of the story. 

A huge Ball Striker thank-you goes to our waitress, Dian-
na, who stayed beyond the end of her scheduled shift to 
continue taking care of the Ball Striker contingent. We 
noticed. And we appreciated it. As the indoor gathering 
eventually began to wind down, a few Ball Strikers found 
their way back outside, where cigars and more conversa-
tion provided the finishing touches to another Ball Striker 
Saturday. Sometimes the round ends on 18. The day 
doesn't. 

THE LAST WORD 

Think about how this day started. For nearly a week, the 
forecast told us we probably weren't playing. Hours before 
the first tee time, rain was still saturating Cream Ridge. But 
16 Ball Strikers made the trip to Upper Freehold anyway. 
And what did they get? A beautiful day. DeLano Bonner 
shooting 80 and taking gross honors. Raymond Woolfolk 
firing a net 70, winning the net competition and collecting 
a tournament-high 40 Shippen Cup points. Mike Conrad 
putting together a 25-point afternoon and charging into 
third place. Zack Yamba turning a 1.25-point Shippen Cup 
advantage into an 11.25-point lead. Joe McLaughlin put-
ting two birdies on the card and getting his celebration 
started with a small contingent in the Cream Ridge parking 
lot. 

Then came crab cakes, burgers, wings, Transfusions and 

Nobody changed his championship prospects more dramatically 
at Cream Ridge than Raymond Woolfolk. Woolfolk arrived in 
sixth place with 176 points. He left with 216. 

His tournament-leading 40-point haul vaults him into fifth place 
and puts him squarely into the championship conversation. 
Woolfolk now sits only 4 points behind Cavanaugh, 5.67 be-
hind Conrad, 14 behind Ward and 25.25 behind Yamba. 
Think about that last number. Woolfolk trails the Shippen Cup 
leader by 25.25 points. He just earned 40 at Cream Ridge. That 
tells you everything you need to know about how quickly this 
championship can change. 

FIVE MEN. 25.25 POINTS. EVERYTHING STILL TO 
PLAY FOR. 

Following Cream Ridge, the championship picture looks like 
this: 

Zack Yamba remains No. 1 with 241.25 points. Greg Ward 
holds second at 230, 11.25 behind the leader. Mike Conrad has 
climbed into third at 221.67, 19.58 off the lead. Greg 
Cavanaugh slips to fourth at 220, 21.25 behind Yamba. And 
after the biggest points performance at Cream Ridge, Raymond 
Woolfolk moves into fifth at 216, only 25.25 points from the 
top. 

Behind the leading five, Burnell Williams remains sixth with 
179, followed by Anthony Darby at 174. Joe McLaughlin's 20-
point Cream Ridge performance moves him into eighth at 
172.50, putting him only 1.5 points behind Darby and 6.5 be-
hind Williams. Hugh Lecky sits ninth at 165.42, while Sebas-
tian Sepulveda's 18.33-point afternoon moves him into the 
Top 10 at 144.33. Perry Medina follows at 143.33, DeLano 
Bonner moves to 140, Greg Whitaker reaches 136.50, and Larry 
Jones climbs to 120.67. 

The numbers at the top, however, tell the real story. Only 25.25 
points separate first from fifth. Cream Ridge just demonstrated 
exactly how quickly that gap can disappear. Woolfolk earned 40 
points in one afternoon. Conrad earned 25. Several others col-
lected 20. 

One great Saturday — or one difficult Saturday for the wrong 
player — can completely rearrange this race. Yamba has earned 
the advantage. Ward remains within striking distance. Conrad 
has moved into contention. Cavanaugh isn't going anywhere. 
And Woolfolk may now be the most dangerous man chasing all 
of them. 

Nobody should be engraving the Shippen Cup just yet. 
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bourbon at The Roost, followed by a few cigars outside to finish 
the afternoon. All from an event that the forecast spent most of 
the week telling us might never happen. Which brings us right 
back to where this newsletter began — and to the words passed 
along by our late President Tom Culp: 

“If we believe the weather every time it calls for rain, we’d 
never play golf.” 

On Saturday, August 22, the Ball Strikers didn't believe the fore-
cast. We played golf. And Cream Ridge gave us another one to 
remember. 

NEXT STOP: ARCHITECTS 

There isn't much time to enjoy the Cream Ridge aftermath. 
Architects Golf Club is the next stop on the Ball Strikers tour, 
and it's a longtime club favorite. This one will also be different. 
Architects will host the club's inaugural non-weekend event, 
taking place on the last Friday in August. And considering what 
just happened at Cream Ridge, the timing couldn't be more 
interesting. The Top Five in the Shippen Cup are separated by 
only 25.25 points. 

Every remaining round matters. Every match matters. And every 
Shippen Cup point is becoming increasingly valuable. Cream 
Ridge moved the board. Architects gets the next opportunity to 
move it again. Let's hope for a strong turnout. And after this 
week, maybe we'll spend a little less time worrying about what 
the weather forecast says. 
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Match Play Results 



 Net Stroke Play Results 



 Gross Hole by Hole 



 Skins & Skills 

 

 
CREAM RIDGE SKINS & SKILLS, August 22, 2026 

 
 

 
   

 

50/50 Zack Yamba     $15 
 
 

 



 Skins 



 Event Statistics 

260822CreamRidge 

Cream Ridge Golf Course 

Round 1 -- August 22, 2026 
 

Hole # Yardage Par Stroke Avg Hole Rank Eagles Birdies Pars Bogeys D. Bogeys Others 
 

0 0 3 5 4 4 

0 2 7 5 1 1 

0 0 4 6 5 1 

0 1 5 7 1 2 

0 0 3 6 7 0 

0 1 3 7 4 1 

0 0 1 10 2 3 

0 1 3 4 6 2 

0 1 4 4 5 2 

0 0 6 3 7 0 

0 0 5 8 1 2 

0 0 3 5 7 1 

0 0 4 9 2 1 

0 2 7 3 4 0 

0 0 3 7 5 1 

0 0 3 9 4 0 

0 0 9 5 2 0 

0 1 8 5 2 0 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holes Yardage Par Stoke Avg Eagles Birdies Pars Bogeys D. Bogeys Others 

Out 2524-2817 36 46.56 0 6 33 54 35 16 

In 2553-2919 36 44.44 0 3 48 54 34 5 

Total 5077-5736 72 91.00 0 9 81 108 69 21 

 

1 420-509 5 6.75 1 

2 131-136 3 3.50 18 

3 255-258 4 5.19 8 

4 122-136 3 3.88 14 

5 256-290 4 5.25 5 

6 300-310 4 5.06 9 

7 301-346 4 5.44 2 

8 309-387 4 5.31 4 

9 430-445 5 6.19 7 

10 333-336 4 5.06 10 

11 335-367 4 5.06 11 

12 307-332 4 5.38 3 

13 147-159 3 4.00 13 

14 329-431 5 5.56 15 

15 334-359 4 5.25 6 

16 267-314 4 5.06 12 

17 148-152 3 3.56 16 

18 353-469 5 5.50 17 

 




